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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims (deleted text being struck through and added text 
being underlined): 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for offering alternative 
software, comprising: 

scanning a computer system of a user to detect fee-based software 
residing on said computer system of the user; 

determining an expiration date b -e yond after which a user may- is no 
longer abJe_to use said fee-based software residing on the computer 
system due to expiration of a license fo r use of the fee-based software : 
and 

offering the user alternative software to the fee-based software 
based on the expiration date of the fee-based software. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further 
comprising the step of transmitting a message to a software vendor at 
predetermined time intervals prior to the expiration date, wherein the fee- 
based software was not authored by the software vendor and is detected 
by a monitoring program. 

3. .(Original) The method of claim 2, further comprising the step 
of providing the monitoring program oh at least one of the computer of 
the user, a computer network, and a computer of the software vendor. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising, after 
the offering step, providing the alternative software to the user in 
response to receiving an affirmative response from the user. 
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6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further 
comprising, after the offering step, in response to receipt of a negative 
response from the user, renotifying the user of the offer for the 
alternative software at a specified time interval after the receipt of the 
negative response. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the expiration date 
is determined by a monitoring program. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the monitoring 
program resides on the computer of the user and determines the expiration 
date by scanning at least one of: the files corresponding to registration 
of the software by the user, file types associated with software, and an 
installation date of software. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the determining 
step comprises querying the user on the expiration date of software and 
the offering step is based on a response to the query, 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, further 
comprising, after the offering step, in response to receipt of a negative 
response from the user, renotifying the user of the offer for the 
alternative software at a specified time interval after the receipt of the 
negative response. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising storing 
information detected from the software in a database, and customizing 
alternative software offers based on the information in the database. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the offering step 
comprises offering at least one of replacement software, complementary 
software, and supplementary software. 
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13. (Original) The method of claim 11, further comprising 
detecting software characteristics selected from the group consisting of 
type of software, file types associated with the software, expiration date, 
frequency of use, and date of download or installation. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, wherein the 
offer of alternative software is based on the detected software 
characteristics. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of: 

installing a monitoring program on the computer system of the user; 

and 

receiving notification of the expiration date of software on the 
computer system. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method for detecting fee-based 
software on a computer of a user and offering alternative software, 
comprising: 

using a monitoring program installed on the computer of the user to 
scan the computer for fee-based software; 

determining the expiration date beyond after which a user may is no 
longer able to use the software due to expiration of a license for use of 
the fee-based software, sa id determination being has^d on a software 
characteristic selected from the group consisting of type of software, files 
corresponding to registration of the software by the user, file types 
associated with the software, frequency of use, and date of download or 
installation; and 

offering at least one from the group consisting of replacement, 
complementary, and supplementary software, the offer being based on the 
software characteristics; 
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wherein the fee-based software is provided by a first software 
vendor, and 

wherein the offer of software is made by a second software vendor 
different from the first software vendor. 

17. (Currently Amended) A system for offering alternative 
software, comprising: 

means for scanning a computer system of a user to detect fee- 
based software residing on said computer system of the user; 

means for determining an expiration date b«y«*d- afte£ which a 
user flHty-ijg.no longer akle_t£. use said fee-based software residing on 
the computer system due to exp iration of a license for use of the- f*»- 
based software; and 

means for offering the user alternative software to the fee-based 
software based on the expiration date of the fee-based software; 

wherein the alternative software has a function different from the 
fee-based software or the alternative software is provided by a 
software vendor different than a software vendor that provided the fee- 
based software. 

18. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 17, further 
comprising: 

a monitoring program for detecting the fee-based software; and 
means for transmitting a message to a software vendor at 

predetermined time intervals prior to the expiration date; 

wherein the software residing on the computer was not authored by 

the software vendor. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein the monitoring 
program resides on at least one of the computer of the user, a computer 
network, and a computer of the software vendor. 
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20. (Canceled) 

21. (Original) The system of claim 1 7, further comprising means 
for providing the alternative software to the user in response to an 
affirmative response from the user. 

22. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 7, further 
comprising means for, responsive to receipt of a negative response from 
the user, renotifying the user of the offer for the alternative software at a 
specified time interval after the receipt of the negative response. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 17, further comprising a 
monitoring program for determining the expiration date. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 23, wherein the monitoring 
program resides on the computer of the user and is capable of determining 
the expiration date by scanning at least one of: the files corresponding to 
registration of the software by the user, file types associated with 
software, and an installation date of software. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 17, further comprising means 
for querying the user on the expiration date of software and the means for 
offering is adapted to offer alternative software based on a response to 
the query. 

26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, further 
comprising, means for, responsive to the receipt of a negative response, 
renotifying the user of the offer for the alternative software at a specified 
time interval after the receipt of the negative response. 
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27. (Original) The system of claim 17, further comprising a 
database for storing information detected from the software and means for 
customizing an alternative software offer based on the information in the 
database. 

28. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 27, wherein the 
alternative software offer is for at least one of replacement software, 
complementary software, and supplementary software. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 27, further comprising means 
for detecting software characteristics selected from the group consisting 
of type of software, file types associated with the software, expiration 
date, frequency of use, and date of download or installation. 

30. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 29, further 
comprising rules for the detected software characteristics, the rules 
forming the basis for the offer of alternative software. 

31. (Original) The system of claim 17, further comprising: 
means for installing a monitoring program on the computer system 

of the user; and 

means for receiving notification of the expiration date of software 
on the computer system. 
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32. (Currently Amended) A system for detecting fee-based 
software on a computer of a user and offering alternative software, 
comprising: 

means for using a monitoring program installed on the computer of 
the user to scan the computer for fee-based software; 

means for determining the expiration date boyond after which a user 
may is. no longer able to use the software due to expiration of a licence 
for use of the fee-based software, said determination being based on a 
software characteristic selected from the group consisting of type of 
software, files corresponding to registration of the software by the user, 
file types associated with the software, frequency of use, and date of 
download or installation; and 

means for offering at least one from the group consisting of 
replacement, complementary, and supplementary software; 

wherein the means for offering offers software from a software 
vendor different from a software vendor that provided the fee-based 
software. 



Page 8 of 26 



PACE 8/26 * RCVD AT 3/27/2009 3:59:41 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/2 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:605232261 2 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-2Q 



From: gateway 



BD523Z2B12 



D2/12/2DD1 03:00 8112 P. 010/027 



Appln. No. 10/826,722 

Amendment dated March 27, 2009 

Reply to Office Action mailed January 6, 2009 

33. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium for 
offering alternative software having computer-executable instructions for 
performing the steps of: 

scanning a computer system of a user to detect fee-based software 
residing on the computer system of the user; 

determining an expiration date beyond after which a user mtty- can 
no longer use the fee-based software residing on the computer system due 
to expiration of a license for use of the fee-based software ; and 

offering the user alternative software to the fee-based software prior 
to the expiration date of the fee-based software; 

wherein the alternative software has a function different from the 
fee-based software or the alternative software is provided by a software 
vendor different than a software vendor that provided the fee-based 
software. 

34. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of 
claim 33, further comprising performing the step of transmitting a 
message to a software vendor at predetermined time intervals prior to the 
expiration date wherein the fee-based software was not authored by the 
software vendor and is detected by a monitoring program! 

35. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 33, further 
comprising performing the . step of providing the monitoring program on at 
least one of the computer of the user, a computer network, and a computer 
of the software vendor, wherein the software of the user was not authored 
by the software vendor. 

36. (Canceled) 
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37. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 33, further 
comprising, after the offering step, performing the step of providing the 
alternative software to the user in response to receiving an affirmative 
response from the user. 

38. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of 
claim 33, further comprising, after the offering step, in response to the 
receipt of a negative response from the user, renotifying the user of the 
offer for the alternative software at a specified time interval after the 
receipt of the negative response. 

39. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 33, 
wherein the expiration date is determined by a monitoring program. 

40. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 39, 
wherein the monitoring program resides on the computer of the user and 
determines the expiration date by scanning at least one of: the files 
corresponding to registration of the software by the user, file types 
associated with software, and an installation date of software. 

41. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 33, 
wherein the determining step comprises querying the user on the 
expiration date of software, and the offering step is based on a response 
to the query. 

42. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of 
claim 41, further comprising, after the offering step, responsive to the 
receipt of a negative response from the user, renotifying the user of the 
offer for the alternative software at a specified time interval after the 
receipt of the negative response. 
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43. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 33, further 
comprising performing the steps of storing information detected from the 
software in a database and customizing alternative software offers based 
on the information in the database. 

44. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 43, 
wherein the offering step comprises offering at least one of replacement 
software, complementary software, and supplementary software. 

45. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 43, further 
comprising performing the step of detecting software characteristics 
selected from the group consisting of type of software, file types 
associated with the software, expiration date, frequency of use, and date 
of download or installation. 

46. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of 
claim 45, wherein the offering step is based on the detected software 
characteristics. 

47. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 33, further 
comprising performing the steps of: 

installing a monitoring program on the computer system of the user; 

and 

receiving notification of the expiration date of software on the 
computer system. 
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48. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium for 
detecting fee-based software on a computer of a user and offering 
alternative software having computer-executable instructions for 
performing the steps of: 

using a monitoring program installed on the computer of the user to 
scan the computer for fee-based software; 

determining the expiration date beyond after which a user mety- is no 
longer able to use the software due to expiration of a license for use nf 
the fee-based software, said determination being based on a software 
characteristic selected from the group consisting of type of software, files 
corresponding to registration of the software by the user, file types 
associated with the software, frequency of use, and date of download or 
installation; and 

offering at least one from the group consisting of replacement, 
complementary, and supplementary software; 

wherein the offering is from a software vendor different from a 
software vendor that provided the fee-based software. 

49. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the 
fee-based software is provided by a first software vendor, and the 
alternative software is provided by a second software vendor, the second 
software vendor being different from the first software vendor. 

50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the 
expiration date of said fee-based software is the date before which a 
license fee must be paid to maintain a license for the fee-based software. 
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